
 Sponsored by: 

FACULTY WORKSHOP:  
THE ART & CRAFT OF 
GRADUATE MENTORSHIP 
 

Join colleagues for a workshop on effective 
mentoring with Dr. Stephanie Robert (University 
of Wisconsin-Madison), a master trainer from 
the National Research Mentoring Network  

 

 

 

FREE & OPEN TO ALL UB FACULTY 

Friday 10/14/16  

9am-3pm (lunch provided) 

Capen 107 (Honors College Colloquium Room) 

REGISTRATION (required): TINYURL.COM/ZYMBU3M  

QUESTIONS: UBNEAR@gmail.com 

A partnership of: 

UB Graduate Student Services Workgroup  

UB  NEAR  
UB Network for Enriched Academic Relationships 

https://socwork.wisc.edu/stephanie-robert
https://nrmnet.net/
http://tinyurl.com/zymbu3m


Mentoring is a vital component of academic life and success for faculty and students, yet it is 

rarely treated as a skill to be learned, practiced, and improved. Drawing on past experiences, 

role models, and intuitive relational skills may work well for many, but a more systematic and 

intentional approach is more likely to realize the full potential of mentoring relationships and 

to reduce inequitable and ineffective dynamics. 
 

UB NEAR is a collaborative effort by the School of Social Work, the Gender 

Institute, iSEED, and the Graduate Student Services Workgroup to foster 

mentoring relationships that are meaningful for students and faculty alike.  

As a first step, UB NEAR is offering UB faculty a free day-long workshop on mentoring 

graduate students by Dr. Stephanie Robert, Professor and Director of the University of 

Wisconsin School of Social Work, and a National Research Mentoring Network master trainer.  

The logistics:  
 Friday 10/14/16 
 9am - 3pm* (lunch provided) 
 Capen 107 (Honors College) 
 Free, but spaces limited 

The trainer: 
Professor Robert earned her MSW and her PhD in Social Work and Sociology at the University of 
Michigan, followed by a postdoctoral fellowship in the RWJF Health Policy Scholars Program at UC-
Berkeley/UCSF. Her research examines how social factors impact health over the life course – research 
that demonstrates how social policy is health policy. Much of her research has 
focused on how neighborhood context contributes to health and well-being 
and to socioeconomic and racial disparities in health, particularly at older 
ages. At UW-Madison, she is affiliated with a number of centers and institutes, 
including the Center for Demography and Ecology, Center for Demography of 
Health and Aging, Institute for Research on Poverty, and the Department of 
Population Health Sciences. For over a decade she has been co-Director of the 
RWJF Health & Society Scholars Program, training postdoctoral fellows from all 
fields to conduct inter- and transdisciplinary population health research and 
to translate that research into policy and practice. Professor Robert has awards 
for both her research and her mentoring. As a part of the National Research 
Mentoring Network, she has adapted a research mentor training to improve 
faculty mentorship of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows in the social 
sciences and interdisciplinary sciences. 

The workshop: 
This workshop is adapted from a mentoring curriculum that has been empirically tested (multi-site 
randomized controlled trial) and participant approved (feedback from faculty at all ranks and from 
multiple disciplines). The workshop uses facilitated discussion among the participants, a case-based 
approach to discussing mentoring dilemmas, practical recommendations for solving difficult 
situations, and a forum for sharing strategies among participants. Examples of topics covered include 
aligning expectations, maintaining effective communication, promoting research self-efficacy, 
fostering independence, and promoting professional development.  
*Special care will be taken to share content and facilitate conversations that are relevant across fields. 

*Because the workshop is cumulative and interactive, we 
ask registrants to attend the entire program. If you are 
interested but unsure if you can spend the full day, 
please indicate this when you register and we will put 
you on a waitlist. 


